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paied her censorts to disregard her motions. The 
mainder of the equadron continued on its course, and 
came within ooey. cange-ef he, rebel Are. from 

all points. 
The cbetrodtiend 4f'tne etiinded from Forts Sumter 
to Moultrie, interfered with the progress of our ships. 
In consequence of this and the position ef the Iren- 
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tle was deranged; and the space for ma nauvreing 
being only from 500 to 1,000yards, the vessele were 
-obliged to prepare and at once engage the forts, and 
the adjacent batteries. The signal had been made 
for ection at 934 o'clock in the afternoon, by the iron 
sides, but the rebels had previously opened fire on 
‘the leading vessels, The contest is represented as in 
the hiahest degree exciting, presenting a fearful 
ecene of fire belehing from all points on the land and 
water—a continuous roar of cannon. 

In the course of thirty or forty minutes the Keokuk 
was in a sinking condition, and was obliged to with- 
draw frem the fire ena seek an anchorage below the 
range of the enemy’s guns. A few minutes afierward 
all the vessels withdrew, from a signal of the fagship, 
it betng deemed impracticable to continue any for- 
ther hostilities. The Keokus was within 800 or 600 
yards of Sumter, and was completely rhidled—struck 
from all the Ddelterles within range, af leact 
ninety times in thirty minutes, The shot was from 
rified cannon of the heaviest calibre. Capt.‘Raimp, 
her commander, received a contusion on the leg from 
a fiylog fragment of his vessel, which only slightly 
lamed him. Tweive of the men ;were wounded, to- 
pone 2 eh Acting Ensign Maoxunzosn, who had 
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THE NEWS in W. WASHINGTON. 
Special Diepatch to the New-York Times. 
week - Wasnineron, Sunday, Aprii 12. 
The news from Charleston, brought by the com- 
mander of the Keokuk, and py New-York newspaper 
correspondents, bas got, in three hours, a trifie of ex- 
sggerstion, The country at large should have known 
thet the Neokus’s armor was thin that she was every 
ways weak vessel’; that her inviting sites floated 
five fect shove the water, while the Monitors | 
exposed but as many inches to the enemy’s fire. She 
had two turrets, aleo, while Szcon’s and Enrcssen’s 
have bai one. Il was an secident mostly that 

‘placed the Keokuk at the head of the attacking line, and 

, We paid the price of accidents in war, which are 
blunders, in having about ninety shots thrown through 
to the same fire suffered no serious damage. 

of our men was killed,eo far as Capt. Rump knows, and 
he was injured by a bolt driven inwards by a shot strik- 
rag it on the head outside, A few of our sailors were 
alightly wounded. Thecouniry may accept this as- 
surance—that the impregnability of our iron-clads 
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then found to be more or less aisabled, and the 
sighs] was given td'tetire: ‘Our vessels received 
ech from twenty to ninety shote—the Keokuk 
being the worst damaged, and sinking the next 
morning. She was to be blown.up, to prevent her 
falling into the hands of the enemy. The casual- 
ties in the fleet. were very few. 

We have rebel reports from Charleston as late 
as 10 o'clock in the forenoon of the 9th inst. Up 
to. that time, the bombardment of Fort Sumter, 
commenced on the’?th, had ‘not beén ‘renewed. 

Out vessels, at last accounts,-were stillin sight, 
and it.was anticipated that the attack would be 
renewed on ‘the 10th. 
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: ranaioinel-dew only, the prosecutions must 


| | take the strict legal line of action, with all its 


technicalities and delays, and the-Government 
is ‘not responsible for ‘the tesult.” ‘If it is 


— against international law, the Government 





thus in- 
them to pay the costs 


On oe Stock Exchange on Satorday, Gold 
Cain ato iach There 
shares. 


Wa have ‘thie morning Gen; Guann’s officidl aa 


report of hile recent fight °withVsh Dorn at 
Franklin, Tenn., a brief telegraphic announce- 
ment of which was published in the Times of 
Saturday. Van Dons, witha force estimated at 
15,000, Made, the attack at I o'clock on Friday, 
and the fight lasted all the afternoon. Owing to 
4 dénse smoke and heavy atmosphere, the enemy 
approached quite {close to our lines before they 
épuld “be Gieéovered,’ but our artillery then 
mowed them down by scores. A diversion at the 
same time was made by the cavalry under Gen. 
Stanuer, who succeeded in capturing six pieces 
of aitillery,from the enemy, and in. taking some 
two hundred prisoners, but/owing to the nature 
of the country, and the superior numbers of the 
enemy, he was forced to relinquish a great part 
of the latter. The rebels .were repulsed on all 
sides, with e loss of about three hundred killed 
and wounded; and were-pursued until dark. Our 
lessin killed, wounded and prisoners, was less 
than.ote hundred. - 

* Rebel reports from’ Little” Washington, N. C., 
where Gen. Fosrzn is besieged by the rebels un- 
der Hut, are only to Sunday last. It is stated 
that. two. gunboats, followed by. several large 
transports loaded with troops, attempted to run 
up, thé Pamlico to" reinforce Gen. Fosren, pat 
were forced to turn back, badly damaged by the 
rebel batteries—one transport, the Louisiana, be- 
ing sunk. ‘Gen. Fosrzx had refused to surrender, 
and it' was expected the place would be shelled. 

‘A letter! received in Boston, from “Beanfort, 
N,C., of April 6, and posted at the Merchants’ 
Exchange, says that the train from Newbern hed 
just arrived, and reports ‘that. news had reached 
there that Gen. Posrzr ‘hed been reinforced, and 
had driven the rebels back: from Little Washing: 
ton.._A traneport which left Newbern on the &th, 
and arrived at Philadelphia on Friday, Drought 0 
such cheerful intelligence. 

We learn; from ‘our’ Washington Correspondent 
Fas between our Government 

‘thas of Great Britain, regarding the Alabama 
and kindred ships, hes: culminated in a solemn 
protest Against the procegdings of the English 
ship-builders, and an intimation that the further 
fittitig out 'of armed vessels for the rebels will be 
regarded ae unfriendly to the United States. 

OWe have. advicés ‘from New-Orleans to the 
evening of the’ 2d iiist., but ‘no hews of import- 
anges..Nething new from Baton Rouge or Texas. 
& list.of ia natesitins om Renata ganbest Dy- 
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a deliberate purpose and'a settled plan on the 
part of the British Cabinet to violate its 
neutral obligations to this country. Our peo- 
ple should apprehend this distinctly, and our 
Government should take effective measures 
against it quickly. The announced, 
and the spirit manifested, make it clear that 
the Cabinet will do nothing effectually to pre- 
vent the completion and the equipment of the 
fleet of new Confederate war steamers, and 
its sailing frov the British shores ; and that 
the same facilities will afterward be extendéd 
to them in British ports, as have given to the 
Alabama and the Florida *ich ‘an immense 
advantage in making havoc of our commerce, 
Wrong-doing, which many peacefully inclined 
Americans were at first disposed to consider 
as mere accident or inconsiderateness arising 
from the novelty ‘of the situation, now takes 
the shape ofa definite and boldly avowed 
policy. . I¢ must . be recognized to be just 
what it is, and it must be resisted accord. 
ingly. 

Both of the speakers have the effrontery to 
hold out that the American mind is so inflam- 
ed.with passion that it cannot judge the mat- 
ter coolly and fairly. We believe that history 
would be séarched in vain for another instance 


of 80 little passion on the part of a great peo- 
ple under such Aggravated - wrongs, © Bul 


whether ‘this be so or not, a) humanexpe- | 


rience testifies that dnferest perverts the 
judgment guite as mach as passion’ It fc 
certain that the Government of England is con- 
trolled by the commercia) and the aristocratic 
Classes. ‘It is Certain that the commercial 
classes are p y interested in 


es | by es miany of our 


paet his proclamation “ agatnst al persons 


has 8 right, and is bound, to interpose at 
once; and if it fails, either or without 
good vigilance, it must make indemnity for 
all consequent losses. 

The municipal laws impose no new obliga. 
tions of neutrality as between nations, We 
have not a solitary legal claim upon English 
non-interference now, that we: did net have 


is solid and impregnable. “If he descends from 
that, to make any claims of appeals on the 
strength of the British neutrality act, he 
yields his tree position, and will quickly find 
himself in “ wandering mazés Jost.” 

It is true, that on the ground of intérnational 
comity, representations are sometimes made 
for the amendment or better enforcement of 
municipal law. It was on. thé representa- 
tions of the Ministers of Great Britain, France 
and Spain, at the time of the war of the latter 
with her South American provinces, that 
President Mapizon sent his special message 
to! Congress, recommending “guch farther 


trality act.6f 1818. In likemanner,at the out- 
break of the Canadian rebellion, President Va» 
Bunen sent in his special message, stating that 
“ the laws in force provide sufficient penalties 
for the punishment of. breachtés of neutrality, 
after they have been committed, and provided 
the parties can be found ; but the Executive 

is powerless, in. many,cases, to prevent thé 
commission of them ”—and recommending 
addi enactments, giving greater power 
to thex from which recommenda- 
ee But it 
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as ‘repulse but notadisaster,” It wae & | was a: 


terrible cannonade of two hours’ duration, and 
the Monitors withstood a concentric fire from 
the rebel forts and batteries for thirty min- 
utes. Over 8,500 shots were fired at them in 
these two hours, and 160 shots were counted 
in ohé piinute. - It sebms'that, efter all, this 
may be regarded in the light of a naval recon- 
noissance ; and that those of the 
which were damaged can soon be repaired, and 
OSE eT eS again. ‘Bot until 
speculation Sa uaaeee; and these we hove to 
feral ep tarey. J 
ee 
Slidell on Davis asa Repudiator. 

Joun. Siipwit, rises to, the sublimity of as- 
surancé fp his Adte'from Paris "to Londen to 
the effect that Jzrrznsow Davis is nota Mis- 


recently made in Boston on the rebellion? “J 
is one of the finest) ¢fforts ‘of this master of | | 
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direct concern of Dain with before ad 

since the rebellion, as our own columns, f , 

ten years peat, Will. beat. witness. “The 

Wh Veti Waheeatad St sy gies, Both ‘that son 
‘or South, outside of Mississippi, until the re- | hu 
bellion, | What may be the indulgent senti- a 
ments of the other rebel States at present, we 
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The Baidisn Diva; wha is wads the cong 
goat-of répudiation by Joun Suse, is not.a | . : 
man of stréw, and iuayhave sine of his own | y large | 


scarcely known to public life ‘when the ques- 
tion was at ite senith. He léd 9 volunteer 
regiment into Mexico, as his more 
namesake. did, and for this was 

sent to Congress. Bat he never led the Anti- 
Bond-paying party into open and scandalous | 
repudiation, and hie State into disgrace there- 
by, and Joum Summa o when he penned 
his note that he wad. nobiha man. He lied 


Was one of. the most zealous’ in welcoming | Politicians classes thought there was some- 
Fruxaxpo Woon to the leadership of the unit- | thing real_in Inst Fall's elections, “The only-real 
ed Democracy last Fall, now throws him over- 
board: with. great emphasis and very little 
ceremony. His recent peace apeech is dis- 
tinctly and unequivocally repudiated. Kt ts 
characterized as an attempt on Mr. Woon's 
part to “ subvert the regular{Democratic plat- 
form and substitute for ita miserable e:ec- 

tion of his own.” He is irreverently spoken 
of as a “restless and ambitious demagogue,” 
as being “cursed with s prurient itch for 
oratory and public attention,” and is informed 
that.“ his attempt .to.thrast his nostrums 
down the throat of the party are impotent and 
absurd.” | 

It is pretty clear that Feawaxvo overshot 
the mark in his recent speech. He may have 
found it necessary to goa little beyond the 
lines of his party, in order to maintain for rs cw poessbor 
himself a position: of independent influence ; | scarcely more important town elections 
but it looks now as if his independence would | of the West. All last Fall’s results are reversed. 
become isolation. The great mass of the | Olciniati, st. Teele Cerin Sot NRE 
Democratic party is by no means ready either the large towns, as well as a great majority of 
for surrender to. the rebels or for @ division of Pa 28 aise ee ee 
the Union. In common with the great body per’? warty—for the 


oy country; and, let me ‘add two facts, under the 
of the American people, they are for ending | ..:jace—all these men are for the war to tite last 


the war by fighting it through. And Fxawan- | point of subjugation, and most of them thordugh 
bo. must come into that movemient, or he will | radicals. jeg ft ep eng 
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